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Dolphins and Dugongs in Queensland 
�
�
Why Choose Queensland for Watching Dolphins and Dug ongs? 
Queensland offers the chance to see both dolphins and dugongs all year round. The warm climate 
and calm waters make the perfect environment for these two marine animals to play and feed.  

Dolphin spotting is a regular occurrence along Queensland’s costal destinations, particularly Tin 
Can Bay, Moreton Bay and the Sunshine Coast. Wild dolphins come in regularly to the shallow 
waters for a fresh fish meal to the delight of visitors. Queensland is home to a variety of dolphin 
spotting tours with some tours also offering the chance to feed a dolphin in controlled locations 
and supervised conditions.  

Dugongs live in the northern waters of Australia and can be found right along the Queensland 
coast. Moreton Bay, Hervey Bay and Tropical North Queensland are particularly good dugong 
spotting destination as they have a large supply of the sea grass needed in the dugong diet. 
Dugongs are a protected species and one of the few mammals who live in the ocean. Legend has 
it that the dugongs started the original mermaid myths, when sailors mistook their great shapes for 
humans with tails when spotted from a distance.  

 
 
 Quick Dolphin Facts: 
 

�  Dolphins have more in common with humans, 
dogs and other land mammals than they do with 
other marine animals such as sharks and fish. 

�  Up to about fifty million years ago the ancestors 
of dolphins lived on land. 

�  Dolphins possess horizontal tail fins called flukes 
and a fin on their back. 

�  Eight species of dolphin are found in Queensland 
including the bottlenose and the Indo-Pacific 
hump-back dolphin. 

 
 
 
 
Quick Dugong Facts:   
 

�  Unlike dolphins, dugongs are not predators; 
they are strictly herbivorous marine mammals. 

�  Approximately 14,000 Dugongs live in the 
Great Barrier Reef. 

�  Dugongs grow up to three metres long and 
weigh up to 400kg. 

�  Dugongs cannot hold their breath under water 
for very long, so are often seen surfacing to 
take another breath.  
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Top Queensland Dolphin and Dugong Sites 
 

Moreton Bay:   Right on Brisbane’s doorstep, Moreton Bay and the surrounding islands, 
creates a remarkable setting to spot a dolphin or a dugong. Moreton Bay’s sheltered blue 
waters are ideal for spotting dolphins and dugongs, as well a vast array of other marine life 
such as whales, turtles and manta rays. www.moretonbayislands.com.au/ 

 
Tin Can Bay: This peaceful bayside town is well known for its ecotourism surroundings. Tin 
Can Bay is the perfect backdrop to experience the adventure of hand feeding rare Indo Pacific 
Humpback Dolphins. Expect to see a wide range of animals in Tin Can Bay as it is a magnet for 
marine life of every description. www.tourismsunshinecoast.com.au/ 

Great Barrier Reef: The Great Barrier Reef is home to colorful corals and beautifully bright fish 
and is perfect place to spot a dugong or dolphin. With a vast array of other sea creatures living 
in the area, the Great Barrier Reef can provide a unique marine animal experience.  
www.queenslandholidays.com.au/destinations/great-barrier-reef/  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further Information 
For further information, visit www.queenslandholidays.com.au/natural-adventures  
 
Operators who specialise in Dolphin and Dugong Watc hing in Queensland 
 
Blue Dolphin Marine Tours� � � � www.bluedolphintours.com.au 
Dolphin Safaris� � � � � www.dolphinsafaris.com 
Dolphin Wild - Island Cruises    www.dolphinwild.com.au 
Watersports Bribie Island Ecotour   www.watersportsbribieisland.com.au 
Whalesong Cruises Hervey Bay   www.whalesong.com.au 
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