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Whale Watching in Queensland 
�
�
Why Choose Queensland for Whale Watching? 
Whale watching is an experience not to be forgotten 
and only in Queensland can you come face-to-face 
with one of the world’s largest creatures, in such an 
intimate way. From late July to early November is the 
perfect opportunity to celebrate the magnificent whales 
of the deep and there is no better place to experience 
the antics, personality and awesome size of the whales 
than in Queensland.  

Whales can be spotted from the shallow coastal waters 
of the Great Barrier Reef, to the southern Queensland 
coast in Hervey Bay. As the whales swim and play so close to the coast, it provides the perfect 
opportunity to witness the awesome strength of these majestic creatures.   

The eastern shores of Australia can provide a perfect viewing location to witness the annual 
migration of the humpback whales. Hervey Bay, on the Fraser Coast, has become an important 
resting area for whales to relax during their tiring journey and play with their new born calves.  
Similarly, the Dwarf Minke whales can offer a unique Queensland experience as the Great Barrier 
Reef is the only destination within Australia that allow swimmers to dive and snorkel with these 
distinctive creatures.   

Whether you are a whale expert, whale watching enthusiast or you are just fascinated by the 
unique nature of whales, Queensland is the perfect destination to discover the joy of whale 
watching.  
 
Quick Whale Watching Facts: 

�  Approximately 5,000 Humpback whales will migrate each 
season between Antarctica and the Great Barrier Reef.  

�  Whales can grow up to 15 metres in length with a weight of up 
to 45 tonnes - equivalent to 11 elephants or 600 adults.  

�  Whales are active creatures, performing a wide variety of 
diving, rolling and breaching movements which provide 
fascinating viewing for whale watchers.  

�  They are best known for their range of behaviours from the 
simple blow, tail slapping, waving their pectoral fins, and the 
spectacular breach. 

�  Adult whales have been seen to breach 20 - 30 times within 5 
minutes, displaying awesome grace and power.  

�  The male humpback whale is well known for its complex 
underwater vocalisations or whale songs during breeding 
season.  
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Top Queensland Whale Watching Sites 

Hervey Bay:   Hervey Bay, on the Fraser Coast, is perfect for whale watching as its calm and 
safe waters provided ideal whale watching. The Bay's waters also provide shelter for 
humpback whales and their calves as they play in the 
warm waters after giving birth in the waters of northern 
Queensland. A variety of vessels offer whale watching 
trips during the season and visitors can choose from 
either dawn, morning, afternoon or full-day cruises. 
Hervey Bay is recognised as the Whale Watching 
capital of Australia as it regularly used as whales 
annual resting ground and a chance to play with their 
new born calves. During this time, the whales swim 
very close to the shore, so mainland and island are 
sightings are not un-common during this period. 
WEBwww.whalesherveybay.com.au.  

 
 

Moreton Bay:   A stunning wide expanse of sheltered blue waters, Moreton Bay is Brisbane's 
own aquatic playground and marine sanctuary. Brimming with natural wonders, Moreton Bay 
is ideal for spotting whales and a vast array of other marine animals.  Whale Tours in Moreton 
Bay cater for all types, including adventure and ecotours. 
WEBwww.moretonbayislands.com.au/ 

 
 

 
 
Gold Coast:   Gold Coast is a great chance to see the 
whales swim past the homes of the rich & famous 
along the majestic ‘Humpback Whale Highway’. The 
deep blue water of the Gold Coast is the perfect 
background to see the whales in action. 
WEBhttp://www.verygc.com/ 

 

 

Great Barrier Reef : The Dwarf Minke whale is found in the northern waters of the Great Barrier 
Reef. There are usually only 200 sightings per year in this region and Queensland is one of the 
few places that allow the public the opportunities to swim with the magnificent Minke whales.  To 
protect the whales, it is a requirement that all Minke whale watching tours need to be 
accompanied by a qualified marine biologists. This gives tour participants a great insight into the 
many mysteries of the Minke whale. WEBwww.tropicalnorthqueensland.com.au/  
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Further Information 
 
For further information, visit www.queenslandholidays.com.au/natural-adventures  
 
Operators who specialise in Whale Watching in Queen sland 
 
Fraser Coast/ Hervey Bay:  
Awesome Adventures “that’s Awesome”     www.awesomeadventure.com.au   
Blue Dolphin Marine Tours       www.bluedolphintours.com.au  
Blue Horizon Cruises        www.bluehorizoncruises.com.au 
Hervey Bay Whale Watching “Quick Cat II”        www.herveybaywhalewatch.com.au 
Kingfisher Bay Resort Whale Watching Cruise    www.kingfisherbay.com  
Mikat Whale Cruises        www.mikat.com.au 
Shayla Sailing Cruises       www.shaylacruises.com.au 
Spirit of Hervey Bay        www.spiritofherveybay.com 
Tasman Venture        www.tasmanventure.com.au 
Whalesong         www.whalesong.com.au 
Wildlife Coast Cruises, Whale Eco-cruise     www.wildlifecoastcruises.com.au  
 
Gold Coast: 
Australian Whale Watching       www.australianwhalewatching.com.au 
Spirit of Gold Coast Whale Watching      www.goldcoastwhalewatching.com 
Whales in Paradise         www.whalesinparadise.com.au 
 
Brisbane/ Moreton Bay:     
Brisbane Whale Watching       www.brisbanewhalewatching.com.au 
 
Sunshine Coast: 
Steves Whale One -Australia Zoo Whale Encounters  www.australiazoo.com.au 
 
Tropical North Queensland: 
Undersea Explorer        www.undersea.com.au 
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