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April 2008
Natural Adventures in Queensland
When planning a Natural Adventure in Queensland featuring World Heritage listed areas, suggested routes, attractions, dining and accommodation – Tourism Queensland’s www.queenslandholidays.com.au/natural-adventures  website is the first point of call.  

Suggested Itineraries

Below is a selection of suggested itineraries to experience nature-based adventures in Queensland with access to stunning World Heritage Areas:

	World Heritage Sites
	Suggested Itinerary

	WET TROPICS:  Located in Tropical North Queensland, the area covers only 0.01 per cent of Australia’s surface area but has 36% of the mammal species, 50% of the bird species and around 60% of the butterfly species and 65% of the fern species.  Interesting wildlife includes: musky red kangaroo; cassowary; tree kangaroo. 


	Cairns and Highlights Loop (Tropical North Queensland)



	GREAT BARRIER REEF: www.gbrmpa.gov.au. The Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s most important natural assets. It is the largest natural feature on earth stretching more than 2,300km along the northeast coast of Australia from the northern tip of Queensland to just north of Bundaberg. It contains the world's largest collection of coral reefs, with 400 types of coral and 1,500 species of fish.

	The Great Green Way (Townsville to Cairns)

Reef Island Drive (Mackay to Townsville)

Central Queensland Gems (Rockhampton loop)



	RIVERSLEIGH FOSSIL FIELDS, MOUNT ISA:  One of the richest fossil deposits in the world, dating back 15-25 million years! 


	Ancient Outback (Mount Isa Loop)



	FRASER ISLAND:  Located on the Fraser Coast, this is the largest sand island in the world, offering beautiful freshwater lakes and streams, 75 miles of open beach and rainforest growing from sand. The island features native flora and fauna and is an excellent location for fishing and birdwatching. 


	Brisbane to Fraser Island Drive (Brisbane region)



	GONDWANA RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA: This area of subtropical rainforest includes National Parks in the Gold Coast Hinterland area, such as Lamington and Springbrook. A special feature is glow-worms at Natural Bridge as well as beautiful waterfalls and ancient rainforests. 


	Valley and Vines Drive (Brisbane loop)




Cairns and Highlands Loop (Tropical North Queensland)

Few places on Earth can match the beauty and sophistication of a Tropical North

Queensland holiday – where the rainforest meets the reef. This seven-day adventure is part of the Great Tropical Drive and will take you to the very best of the tropics.

Take to the water and explore the natural attraction of the Great Barrier Reef, the largest Coral Reef in the world. There are plenty of options for snorkelers, divers or for those who prefer not to get wet. Live on an island or enjoy the water from the mainland. 

Head north to the glamorous seaside village of Port Douglas on your way to the superb tropical rainforest of the Daintree and Cape Tribulation coast – the only place in the world where two World Heritage Areas exist side by side.

Continue on your tropical journey through the rolling countryside of the Cairns Highlands and finally relax and enjoy the palm-fringed southern beaches – each day revealing a new picture postcard.

Length: 

580 kilometres.

Route Segments: 
Cairns – Cape Tribulation 

- 145 km (2hrs 40 mins)

Cape Tribulation – Atherton 

- 135 km (2hrs 25 mins)

Atherton – Mission Beach 

- 160 km (2hrs 10 mins)

Mission Beach – Cairns 

- 140 km (2hrs 10 mins)

Trip highlights: 
Great Barrier Reef

Tropical islands

Daintree World Heritage listed rainforest

Cairns & the northern beaches

Country style of: Atherton Tablelands, Julatten, Mt Molloy

Luxury accommodation, tours & attractions

First class restaurants

World class health & spa retreats

The Great Green Way (Townsville to Cairns)

This 350km fully sealed route through the Wet Tropics is considered one of the prettiest drives in the country. Allow The Great Green Way to present a supreme selection of attractions - both on and off the mainland. 

On the journey from Townsville to Cairns, you'll pass 12 National Parks, 20 tropical islands, many beautiful waterfalls and pristine beaches. 

Side options to explore - there's the islands and the Great Barrier Reef, the city built on

gold and once known as 'The World', Charters Towers, hinterland retreats, and the beautiful Hinchinbrook Island, may well have you placing an extension on time.
Whether you want to rough it amidst the untouched beauty, stay in a park getting to know

friendly folk or relax in absolute total bliss there is something on this drive for you. 

Length:   

380 kilometres


Route Segments: 
Townsville – Ingham 


- 110km (1hr 30 mins)

Ingham – Mission Beach 

- 130km (1hr 40 mins)

Mission Beach – Cairns

- 140km (2hrs 10 mins)

Trip Highlights: 
Great Barrier Reef

25 Tropical islands

World Heritage Areas

Rainforest

Waterfalls

Tropical cities of Townsville & Cairns

Mission Beach

Luxury accommodation, tours & attractions

Ancient Outback Drive (Mount Isa Loop)

Follow in the footsteps of dinosaurs across the ancient great inland seabed when you embark on this fascinating drive. Experience the rugged beauty of Queensland's north-west outback through some of the most dramatically changing landscapes in Australia.

Fully sealed roads lead you from the largest inland city and mining heart of Australia, Mount Isa, to where dinosaurs once roamed and roared across an outback much different to the one we see today. 

Come face to face with these giants from the past and learn how they walked, swam and survived millions of years ago. Fossick for fossils in one of Queensland’s World Heritage Areas at Riversleigh and discover the beauty of Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park. 

Hear the legends of yesteryear and meet the colourful characters that live here today. In pubs and stores they'll greet you with a warm “gidday” and usually a tip of the hat for the ladies.

This route can be accomplished with a 2WD vehicle though some of the roads to attractions along the route are dirt and may become inaccessible after rain. No matter what vehicle you are travelling in be sure to check road conditions before departure.

Length: 

1210 kilometres

Route Segments: 
Mount Isa – Richmond 

- 410 km (4hrs 40 mins)

Richmond – Winton
 

- 330 km (4hrs 05 mins)

Winton – Mount Isa


- 470 km (5hrs 20 mins)

Trip Highlights: 
World Heritage listed Riversleigh Fossil Field

Lawn Hill National Park

Porcupine Gorge National Park

Dinosaurs — Muttaburrasauras & Kronosaurus

Lark Quarry fossilised dinosaur stampede

Outback towns & local characters

Rodeos

4WD trails

Reef Island Drive (Mackay to Townsville)

Prepare yourself for a drive of a lifetime as you cruise a highway hugging one of the world's natural wonders and Earth's largest living structure - the Great Barrier Reef. Frequently described as a drive through a living postcard, this is truly a breathtaking beautiful journey through paradise.

Run away to a peaceful tropical isle, ideal for that much needed reprieve. Sit on pure white sandy beaches without the worry of time ticking by. Clear tranquil waters filled with colourful corals and tropical fish present a treat no one ever forgets.

Indulge in fresh seafood, juicy tropical fruits and cuisine prepared by some of the finest chefs from around the world. Enjoy a cocktail as the sun dips behind greenly clad mountains while the smells of the rainforest waft through your room and the wildlife outside prepares for the change of shift.

Explore magnificent coastal National Parks where wallabies graze along the foreshore and often you'll have long stretches of sandy white beaches to yourself. Up in the mountains spot a platypus and other amazing displays courtesy of Mother Nature.

Pull over for a yarn and get to know the locals in friendly coastal communities. It's a drive you can do at your own pace and the choice of activities from thrilling adventure to doing absolutely nothing is simply yours. 

Length: 

585 kilometres

Route Segments: 
Mackay – Eungella 


- 85kms (1hr 20mins)

Eungella – Airlie Beach 

- 205kms (2hrs 50 mins)

Airlie Beach – Townsville 

- 295kms (4hrs)

Trip Highlights: 
Great Barrier Reef




Cape Hillsborough National Park

74 Whitsunday tropical islands

Eungella National Park

Plane & helicopter rides to reef & islands

Luxury island accommodation

Bowen's beautiful beaches

Magnetic Island

Central Queensland Gems (Rockhampton Loop)

Be escorted from one brilliant gem to another - and they're not all measured in carats - along the Capricorn Highway and through the Central Highlands to the heart of Sapphire Gemfields.

Find your fortune in the gem fields, relive the early pioneering days and get to know the locals - as they say in these parts, 'the only strangers are the friends we haven't met yet’. Interesting characters in quaint little towns welcome you on your journey.

Discover stunning Carnarvon Gorge - a national treasure, and a precious retreat amidst an ancient landscape of soaring sandstone cliffs far away from the maddening crowd. Be in awe of artworks etched 19,000 years ago as you wander past rainforest pockets and babbling clear crystal creeks. Don't forget the fishing gear as some of Queensland's best stocked dams are along the way.

See the big wheels of industry turning in one of the greenest and cleanest industrial cities you're likely to visit. Along the Capricorn Coast find coral cays, long sweeping beaches, wonderfully lit caves and so much more.

This seven-day tour takes in the lot - reef, coast and outback - and can be easily

accomplished in a conventional vehicle. From resort lodgings to wilderness campgrounds the choice is yours for your bed each night.

Length: 

1055 kilometres

Route Segments: 
Rockhampton – Emerald 

   - 270kms (3hrs 15 mins)

Emerald – Carnarvon National Park    - 230kms (2hrs 50 mins)

Carnarvon National Park – Gladstone  - 425kms (5hrs 15 mins)




Gladstone – Rockhampton 

    - 130kms (1hr 35 mins)

Trip Highlights: 
Outback pubs & local characters

Blackdown Tableland National Park

Carnarvon Gorge National Park

Fossicking in the Gemfields

Mine tours

Australian history at Longreach

Great Barrier Reef islands

Great reef fishing

Brisbane to Fraser Island Drive 

Run away from it all on this seven-day itinerary into an ecotourism paradise. From

Queensland's dazzling capital Brisbane, with its big city lights, travel a few hours by car to the Southern Great Barrier Reef. Allow Queensland's beautiful southern beaches to escort you along this awe-inspiring route - there's adventure, relaxation, and plenty of new experiences to be had.

Visit seaside communities, where time is always on your side. Explore the largest sand island in the world - World Heritage listed Fraser Island - what a delight! Witness the natural wonder of whales as they breach, slap and splash close by in Hervey Bay (late July – early November).

Under a moonlit sky, watch in awe as huge sea turtles come ashore at Mon Repos (November – March). There are lakes and dams to tempt the anglers, world-class walking tracks, colourful markets and field upon field of vines to explore. Taste locally grown delicacies by a flickering fire, or pitch the tent in a magnificent bunya pine forest and watch the wildlife go by.

There's so much more to uncover driving around this outstanding region so very close to  Brisbane - it truly has the lot. Camp on deserted beaches or be pandered to at world-class resorts.

Note: This drive is accessible along sealed roads and suitable for 2WD vehicles. If you wish to self-drive on Fraser Island or take the drive through the Kinkuna Section of Burrum Coast National Park a 4WD vehicle is required.

Length: 

655 kilometres

Route Segments: 
Brisbane – Noosa Heads 

- 135kms (2hrs 10 mins)

Noosa Heads – Hervey Bay 

- 270kms (4hrs 35 mins)

Hervey Bay – Fraser Island 

- via ferry

Fraser Island – Bundaberg 

- 125kms (1hr 50 mins)

Trip Highlights: 
Surf beaches

Coastal towns, relaxed lifestyles

Luxury accommodation & restaurants

Dolphins, whales & turtles in season

World Heritage listed Fraser Island

4WD Adventures

Brisbane - Capital city experiences

Sunshine Coast Hinterland

Valley and Vines Drive (Brisbane Loop)

Escape on this excursion from the heart of Queensland's capital Brisbane and discover that so close to the city's vibrant heart another world awaits - a place for renewal of body, mind and soul.

Up in the mountains of the Gold Coast Hinterland, give way to romance in

an out-of-the-way luxury bed n breakfast within the dense rainforest. See magical sights of waterfalls and dramatic landscapes as roads lead you up and over the beautiful Scenic Rim.
Fall in love with the Granite Belt, home to the largest granite rock formation in the

Southern Hemisphere and Queensland's premier wine growing region. It's perfect here for snuggling by a flickering fire sampling the local drop.

The fully sealed road takes you through green valleys, one of Queensland's richest

agricultural areas and quaint country towns where shops are often stocked with treasures of antiques and old wares. Hear the stories of authors, saviours and saints or for those that like things a little bit quicker, go abseiling, hang gliding or for a ride in a colourful hot air balloon where you can toast this rich landscape with a glass of champagne.

View art galleries, smell roses, go fishing and stock up on local produce before finishing this drive off with a dip in the sea at stylish Noosa. You'll agree this is truly a special corner of Queensland. Contemplate adding an extra day or two and discovering Lamington National Park, Natural Bridge, O'Reilly's Plateau and the ancient Bunya Mountains- a few more of the regions natural bounties on offer. Don't be alarmed if you're tempted by real estate – you won't be the first that has driven this way and found a new home!

Length: 

894 kilometres

Route Segments: 
Brisbane – Mount Tamborine 
- 115kms (2hrs 10 mins)

Mount Tamborine – Boonah 

- 75kms (1hr 10 mins)

Boonah – Stanthorpe 

- 144kms (1hr 45 mins)

Stanthorpe – Warwick 

- 62kms (0hrs 50 mins)

Warwick – Toowoomba

- 83kms (1hr 00 mins)

Toowoomba – Noosa 

- 280kms (4hrs 10 mins)

Noosa – Brisbane 


- 135kms (2hrs 10 mins)

Trip Highlights: 
Queensland wineries

Fresh local produce

Art & craft galleries

National Parks & World Heritage Area

Beaches and islands

Luxury Accommodation

Brisbane - Capital city experiences

Quaint country towns
More Natural Adventures information 

For more information on Natural Adventures in Queensland including:

· World Heritage Sites

· Diving Queensland

· National Parks

· Queensland Walks

· Wildlife Wonders

· Real Green, Real Experiences 

· Brochure orders

go to:  www.queenslandholidays.com.au/natural-adventures 
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