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Queensland Data Sheet
DOMESTIC visitors to Queensland’s regions year ended December 2010

Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

67%70%60%78%64%86%83%87%80%80%72%57%46%Visitors from Intrastate (%)

33%30%40%22%36%14%17%13%20%20%28%43%54%Visitors from Interstate (%)

4.35.05.83.74.34.03.43.42.94.13.93.14.1Average stay (nights)

2%-7%-6%2%27%38%-13%-5%-12%-16%-12%16%1%% change YE December 09-10

71,208,0001,849,0007,418,0003,066,0002,172,0002,741,0003,863,0002,027,0003,548,0002,104,00010,186,00015,233,00013,755,000Nights

5%2%-16%11%24%25%-1%15%1%-10%-3%16%6%% change YE December 09-10

16,582,000370,0001,282,000837,000501,000685,0001,124,000591,0001,238,000514,0002,604,0004,860,0003,396,000Visitors

Total QLDOutback
Tropical North 

QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergT’woombaFraser Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

981,000n/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/p85,00085,000n/p83,000408,000118,000Other

27%15%-9%20%40%41%n/p-5%5%41%15%% change YE December 09-10

4%-16%21%16%31%-3%-25%3%-11%9%1%13%% change YE December 09-10

-4%-17%-15%-22%31%4%-14%-7%4%-14%-10%17%1%% change YE December 09-10

3,560,000154,000247,000261,000n/p310,000362,000164,000250,000n/p161,0001,388,000306,000Business

7,046,000126,000705,000237,000353,000148,000382,000177,000414,000274,0001,541,0001,393,0002,008,000Holiday

19%n/p6%-6%28%22%% change YE December 09-10

5,228,000n/p298,000232,00087,000191,000315,000166,000499,000158,000818,0001,700,000971,000VFR*

Purpose of visit (visitors)

Transport to region (%) Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

67%62%50%62%50%70%77%86%92%85%80%57%61%Drive

31%26%50%32%43%21%18%5%5%7%17%38%36%Fly

Accommodation (% nights) Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

9%25%12%13%8%9%15%14%11%32%10%2%5%
Caravan park or commercial 
camping ground

13%1%12%11%13%7%3%8%8%12%21%5%24%Rented house, apartment, flat

36%32%24%32%12%39%30%39%46%25%35%55%27%Friend or relatives property

6%0%7%3%6%0%2%1%0%1%7%5%12%Serviced apartment

23%18%32%30%45%21%29%19%19%11%17%20%27%Hotel, resort, motel, motor inn

Source: National Visitor Survey, Tourism Research Australia.

* Visiting friends or relatives.



2

Queensland Data Sheet
INTERNATIONAL visitors to Queensland’s regions year ended December 2010

19.410.68.911.35.77.77.016.519.84.09.217.39.9Average stay (nights)

2%-30%-2%11%-11%-23%-33%0%13%-6%3%6%5%% change YE December 09-10

39,800,000249,0006,109,0001,486,0001,167,000379,000875,000690,000710,000671,0002,618,00016,422,0008,076,000Nights

4%-11%5%-8%-9%-9%-2%-16%-10%-10%2%4%0%% change YE December 09-10

2,048,00024,000686,000131,000204,00049,000125,00042,00036,000169,000283,000948,000817,000Visitors

Total QLDOutback
Tropical North 

QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoombaFraser CoastSunshine CoastBrisbaneGold Coast

Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

Total QLDOutback
Tropical 

North QLD
TownsvilleWhitsundaysMackayCentral QLDBundabergToowoomba

Fraser 
Coast

Sunshine 
Coast

BrisbaneGold Coast

148,000n/p78,0008,00012,000n/p8,000n/pn/p7,00015,00055,00028,000USA

-6%-6%-33%-33%-20%-22%7%-10%-15%% change YE December 09-10

238,0005,000105,00031,00057,0009,00029,0008,0007,00048,00065,000141,00068,000United Kingdom

-4%25%-13%-23%-15%-10%-9%-11%17%-16%5%1%-13%% change YE December 09-10

308,0009,000180,00060,00093,00025,00053,00016,0007,00081,00078,000175,00078,000Europe#

23%76%32%17%% change YE December 09-10

9%25%11%-7%-6%% change YE December 09-10

2%-17%-3%0%0%-30%-8%-13%-20%10%8%10%-4%% change YE December 09-10

188,000n/p72,000n/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/p83,000119,000China

404,0005,00033,00010,0008,0007,00012,0007,0008,00011,00085,000172,000195,000New Zealand

0%0%2%0%-3%14%6%-6%-13%-8%4%-2%-5%% change YE December 09-10

223,000n/p111,000n/p10,000n/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/p26,000109,000Japan

189,000n/p28,0009,000n/pn/pn/pn/pn/pn/p7,000108,00033,000Other

13%13%n/p20%20%12%26%% change YE December 09-10

4%-3%-21%-10%0%-22%-21%0%2%13%1%% change YE December 09-10

2%-22%6%-10%-8%-7%-1%-15%-15%-10%3%-4%-2%% change YE December 09-10

180,000n/p18,0007,000n/pn/p6,000n/pn/pn/p6,000115,00039,000Business

1,440,00018,000625,000104,000197,00038,000108,00033,00017,000162,000225,000487,000638,000Holiday

11%4%29%-36%15%10%% change YE December 09-10

499,000n/p31,00015,000n/p9,00012,0007,00011,0007,00052,000286,000124,000VFR*

Purpose of visit (visitors)

17%42%30%58%66%39%52%55%19%67%39%24%17%Backpackers

83%58%70%42%34%63%48%45%78%33%61%76%83%Non-backpackers

Backpackers^ (% visitors)

Origin (visitors)

Source: International Visitor Survey, Tourism Research Australia. n/p  not published.

* Visiting friends or relatives^ A backpacker is defined as a visitor who spent at least one night in backpacker or hostel accommodation. # Europe excludes the United Kingdom.
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Queensland Data Sheet
Number of Domestic Visitors  - Time Series

370,000362,000415,000462,000483,000472,000411,000434,000536,000528,000Outback

1,282,0001,521,0001,512,0001,458,0001,600,0001,265,0001,541,0001,470,0001,336,0001,371,000Tropical North Queensland

16,582,00015,729,00016,711,00018,021,00017,161,00016,448,00017,117,00016,195,00016,329,00016,275,000Queensland

501,000404,000548,000516,000534,000551,000416,000486,000426,000389,000Whitsundays

837,000757,000837,0001,061,0001,070,000826,000922,000919,000887,000861,000Townsville

1,124,0001,130,000969,0001,312,0001,119,0001,103,0001,142,0001,148,0001,216,0001,255,000Central Queensland

685,000550,000624,000721,000660,000592,000628,000527,000686,000652,000Mackay

591,000516,000591,000543,000457,000435,000497,000509,000547,000607,000Bundaberg

1,238,0001,220,0001,227,0001,299,0001,324,0001,195,0001,553,0001,268,0001,506,0001,380,000Toowoomba

514,000573,000634,000506,000644,000623,000589,000663,000622,000503,000Fraser Coast

2,604,0002,680,0002,792,0003,025,0002,668,0003,129,0003,027,0002,714,0002,942,0002,515,000Sunshine Coast

3,396,0003,206,0003,316,0003,707,0003,582,0003,516,0003,574,0003,611,0003,541,0003,539,000Gold Coast

4,860,0004,176,0004,706,0004,881,0004,602,0004,578,0004,826,0004,652,0004,371,0004,510,000Brisbane

YE Dec 2001 YE Dec 2010YE Dec 2009YE Dec 2008YE Dec 2007YE Dec 2006YE Dec 2005YE Dec 2004YE Dec 2003YE Dec 2002

Visitors to 
Queensland’s 

regions

Year ended December 2001

to 
Year ended December 2010

Number of International Visitors

1,971,000

51,000

815,000

160,000

239,000

49,000

127,000

48,000

33,000

211,000

241,000

741,000

861,000

24,00027,00032,00030,00033,00034,00036,00031,00029,000Outback

686,000651,000757,000843,000859,000858,000808,000747,000797,000Tropical North Queensland

2,048,0001,968,0002,051,0002,172,0002,181,0002,135,0002,055,0001,813,0001,901,000Queensland

204,000223,000220,000224,000214,000208,000223,000201,000211,000Whitsundays

131,000142,000145,000148,000137,000141,000131,000113,000111,000Townsville

125,000128,000117,000128,000116,000106,000109,00097,000101,000Central Queensland

49,00054,00051,00057,00043,00051,00046,00044,00032,000Mackay

42,00050,00041,00045,00040,00040,00046,00043,00041,000Bundaberg

36,00040,00040,00040,00037,00041,00033,00032,00024,000Toowoomba

169,000187,000197,000200,000182,000178,000192,000174,000185,000Fraser Coast

283,000277,000279,000289,000268,000246,000259,000232,000215,000Sunshine Coast

817,000813,000795,000858,000829,000819,000811,000678,000764,000Gold Coast

948,000913,000897,000907,000899,000867,000835,000750,000721,000Brisbane

YE Dec 2001 YE Dec 2010YE Dec 2009YE Dec 2008YE Dec 2007YE Dec 2006YE Dec 2005YE Dec 2004YE Dec 2003YE Dec 2002

Source: National Visitor Survey, and International Visitor Survey, Tourism Research Australia. YE - year ended.
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Queensland Data Sheet
Domestic and International visitor Expenditure year ended December 2010

$1,846

$2,125

$2,242

$2,653

$2,891

$1,914

$1,294

$2,145

$1,693

$1,897

$2,622

$1,795

$1,683

$2,329

$1,688

$1,996

$1,826

$2,282

$2,252

$3,053

$2,301

$2,085

$1,810

$1,301

$ Spend per 
visitor

-3%

7%

20%

-12%

-10%

-14%

0%

10%

3%

10%

-16%

18%

1%

-5%

-12%

-21%

-4%

-7%

2%

12%

-6%

-6%

-8%

-1%

% Change 
YE Dec 09-10

$ Spend per 
night

Total Expenditure 
($millions)

Country of residence

$95$3,780Total 

$80$322Other Countries 

$68$59Other Asia 

$73$123Taiwan 

$77$66India 

$68$19Thailand 

$65$23Indonesia 

$113$87Hong Kong 

$109$77Malaysia 

$146$97Singapore 

$68$197Korea 

$113$338China 

$147$375Japan 

$111$121Canada 

$121$250United States of America 

$88$150Other Europe 

$89$46Italy 

$72$91France 

$97$53Netherlands 

$129$65Switzerland 

$93$98Scandinavia 

$82$167Germany 

$83$431United Kingdom 

$102$526New Zealand 

International Expenditure by country of residence

Disclaimer:  By using this information you acknowledge that this information is provided by Tourism Queensland 
(TQ) to you without any responsibility on behalf of TQ.  You agree to release and indemnify TQ for any loss or 
damage that you may suffer as a result of your reliance on this information.  TQ does not represent or warrant that 
this information is correct, complete or suitable for the purpose for which you wish to use it.

Domestic

n/pn/pn/pn/pBundaberg 

n/pn/pn/pn/pDarling Downs 

n/pn/pn/pn/pOutback 

n/pn/pn/pn/pMackay 

n/pn/pn/pn/pFitzroy 

n/pn/pn/pn/pHervey Bay/Maryborough 

-2%$795-17%$1,440Tropical North Queensland 

-6%$9550%$2,862Gold Coast 

-15%$13212%$558Whitsundays 

8%$240-12%$1,590Sunshine Coast 

3%$17,6071%$42,826Australia

-3%$3,780-2%$11,454Queensland

n/p

14%

% Change 
YE Dec 09-10

24%$118n/pNorthern (Townsville)

2%$1,362$2,518Brisbane 

% Change 
YE Dec 09-10

Total 
Expenditure 
($millions)

Total 
Expenditure 
($millions)

State/Region

International

The above regions are ABS statistical areas.  Tourism Queensland tourism region boundaries may differ slightly.
Domestic expenditure includes airfares and long distance travel costs.
International expenditure includes packages.

Stats on Q are you subscribed?
To receive an email alert whenever new tourism figures are released email ‘subscribe’ to:

statsonq@tq.com.au

Source: National Visitor Survey, and International Visitor Survey, Tourism Research Australia. n/p  not published.
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Queensland Data Sheet

Overseas 
Arrivals

Year ended March 2011

Source: Overseas Arrivals and Resident 
Departures, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics

Queensland
Data Sheet

4%5,866,0001%1,452,0009%225,00017%194,000-2%977,000Total All Countries

879%2,000n/p0*n/p0*n/p0*n/p0*Other and not stated

2%87,0000%16,000n/p0*n/p0*-12%5,000Total Africa

4%26,000-10%3,000n/p0*n/p0*-8%1,000Other Africa

2%62,0003%13,000n/p0*n/p0*-14%3,000South Africa

-3%654,000-8%123,0002%4,000-17%7,000-5%83,000Total Americas

0%41,000-1%7,0008%1,000n/p0*3%4,000Other Americas

5%28,0002%7,00080%1,000n/p0*6%3,000Brazil

11%127,0008%13,00026%1,000-8%1,00014%8,000Indonesia

12%241,00021%44,00022%28,000n/p0*20%17,000Malaysia

4%51,0000%9,000n/p0*6%1,0005%7,000Philippines

7%311,00013%55,00085%1,00015%2,0006%49,000Singapore

30%488,00032%86,000232%12,000-15%9,00025%59,000China

3%164,0000%27,000n/p0*-26%2,0002%22,000Hong Kong

-17%81,000-18%30,00078%1,000154%1,000-20%29,000Taiwan

13%213,000-1%40,00036%1,00012%4,000-4%33,000Korea

12%143,00015%22,000132%1,000n/p0*25%21,000India

9%65,000-2%9,000n/p0*n/p0*0%8,000Other Asia

7%381,0004%210,0005%80,00029%106,000-35%37,000Japan

11%2,002,00010%348,00051%48,000-6%20,0006%264,000Total Asia (excl. Japan)

11%2,384,0008%558,00019%127,00022%126,000-2%301,000Total Asia

5%116,0003%22,00018%1,000n/p0*3%20,000Total Middle East & Nth Africa

-1%83,0001%11,00046%1,000n/p0*3%9,000Thailand

-2%36,0003%3,000n/p0*n/p0*-6%2,000Vietnam

-3%467,000-8%84,000-4%1,000-22%5,000-5%62,000United States of America

-3%119,000-9%25,000-28%1,000-2%2,000-9%14,000Canada

-5%1,284,000-8%221,000-4%6,000-15%22,000-5%172,000Total Europe

-2%614,000-6%103,000-2%3,000-7%11,000-2%77,000Total Europe (excl. UK and Ireland)

-1%98,000-2%16,0005%1,00017%1,0000%12,000Other Europe

0%56,000-4%6,000n/p0*n/p0*-2%5,000Italy

-3%22,000-7%3,000n/p0*n/p0*3%3,000Spain

3%35,000-9%6,000n/p0*9%1,000-8%4,000Sweden

-3%18,000-4%4,000n/p0*n/p0*2%3,000Norway

-9%22,000-23%4,000n/p0*-6%1,000-10%3,000Denmark

-1%44,000-1%9,000n/p0*-16%1,0002%7,000Switzerland

-6%49,000-7%9,000n/p0*-19%2,000-7%6,000The Netherlands

-2%95,000-1%16,0009%1,000-9%1,0004%12,000France

-4%16,000-6%3,000n/p0*n/p0*-11%2,000Austria

-3%158,000-8%28,000-22%1,000-12%3,000-5%20,000Germany

-15%52,000-20%9,000n/p0*-25%1,000-14%7,000Ireland

-7%670,000-10%118,000-6%3,000-21%11,000-8%95,000Total UK and Ireland

5%1,340,0000%511,000-1%87,00039%39,0000%397,000Total Oceania

-7%619,000-9%109,000-3%3,000-21%10,000-7%88,000United Kingdom

5%43,0002%19,000n/p0*-2%2,0001%18,000Other Oceania

9%49,0007%37,000n/p0*25%16,0002%28,000Papua new Guinea

5%1,170,0000%429,000-1%87,00059%21,0000%326,000New Zealand

-3%45,0002%18,000n/p0*n/p0*-1%16,000New Caledonia

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Arrivals 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Arrivals 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Arrivals 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Arrivals 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Arrivals 
YE Mar 2011Country of Origin

0%33,000-8%8,000n/p0*n/p0*-9%8,000Fiji

Arrivals into Brisbane Airport Arrivals into AustraliaArrivals1 into QueenslandArrivals into Gold Coast AirportArrivals into Cairns AirportOverseas Arrivals

1. Refers to ‘main state of stay’ as 
specified on passenger card, rather than 
net arrivals into the state.

*Arrivals less than a thousand.

n/p - not publishable data for arrivals 
less than a thousand. 
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Queensland Data Sheet

10%7,153,0009%1,237,00015%149,00039%78,0006%1,044,000Total All Countries

37%39,0008%8,000n/p0*n/p0*10%7,000Other and not stated

23%139,00025%24,000n/p0*n/p0*0%9,000Total Africa

30%55,00044%8,000n/p0*n/p0*21%4,000Other Africa

19%84,00017%16,000n/p0*n/p0*-15%5,000South Africa

14%890,00013%154,000126%1,00050%1,0009%115,000Total Americas

3%69,0003%11,000n/p0*n/p0*2%6,000Other Americas

6%15,0006%3,000n/p0*n/p0*13%1,000Brazil

28%760,00026%67,00032%5,00055%2,00021%48,000Indonesia

4%248,00019%31,00021%18,000n/p0*23%18,000Malaysia

8%131,00013%24,000-47%1,000-39%1,00027%22,000Philippines

12%263,00013%30,000125%1,00069%1,00012%27,000Singapore

16%338,00028%41,000121%2,00034%1,00035%32,000China

2%215,000-6%27,00011%1,00064%1,000-12%24,000Hong Kong

2%42,0000%14,000n/p0*n/p0*-2%14,000Taiwan

12%45,00015%7,000n/p0*n/p0*11%6,000Korea

11%172,00025%19,000262%2,000n/p0*21%18,000India

9%166,0006%23,00066%3,0005%1,0003%17,000Other Asia

3%161,00011%42,0007%47,00074%22,000-46%6,000Japan

13%3,019,00016%385,00037%51,00019%10,00015%311,000Total Asia (excl. Japan)

13%3,180,00015%428,00021%97,00051%32,00013%317,000Total Asia

-4%196,000-6%20,000n/p0*n/p0*-3%19,000Total Middle East & Nth Africa

7%449,00016%76,00037%14,0008%2,00022%66,000Thailand

15%191,00015%25,00052%4,000n/p0*7%19,000Vietnam

16%699,00015%119,000144%1,00038%1,00011%93,000United States of America

10%107,00013%22,000n/p0*n/p0*-2%14,000Canada

8%1,098,0006%167,000107%4,0009%4,0004%149,000Total Europe

12%610,00012%85,000127%1,000-8%2,00011%77,000Total Europe (excl. UK and Ireland)

7%172,0006%18,000n/p0*36%1,0002%16,000Other Europe

16%130,00026%18,000n/p0*n/p0*28%17,000Italy

8%34,0005%4,000n/p0*n/p0*-4%4,000Spain

6%12,00031%2,000n/p0*n/p0*46%2,000Sweden

26%8,00023%1,000n/p0*n/p0*52%1,000Norway

-1%8,000-36%1,000n/p0*n/p0*-46%1,000Denmark

3%21,00028%4,000n/p0*n/p0*21%4,000Switzerland

11%25,000-9%4,000n/p0*n/p0*6%4,000The Netherlands

15%109,0001%15,000n/p0*n/p0*1%14,000France

2%13,0006%2,000n/p0*n/p0*14%2,000Austria

26%77,00033%14,000n/p0*n/p0*22%12,000Germany

0%34,00017%6,000n/p0*n/p0*11%5,000Ireland

2%487,0001%82,00097%3,00037%2,000-2%72,000Total UK and Ireland

4%1,612,0002%437,0000%47,00034%40,0001%429,000Total Oceania

2%454,0000%76,000105%3,00048%2,000-3%67,000United Kingdom

1%149,0000%41,00088%1,00011%2,000-2%56,000Other Oceania

17%80,00032%46,000n/p0*31%32,00015%42,000Papua New Guinea

0%1,055,000-1%286,0000%46,00068%6,0000%250,000New Zealand

1%17,0002%5,000n/p0*n/p0*-28%5,000New Caledonia

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Departures 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Departures 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Departures 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Departures 
YE Mar 2011

% change 
YE Mar 10-11

Total Departures 
YE Mar 2011Destination

17%311,0004%58,000n/p0*n/p0*5%75,000Fiji

Resident1 Departures from 
Brisbane Airport

Resident Departures from AustraliaQueensland Resident Departures^
Resident1 Departures from 

Gold Coast Airport
Resident1 Departures from 

Cairns AirportAust. Resident Departures

Queensland
Data Sheet

Australian 
Resident 

Departures
Year ended March 2011

Source: Overseas Arrivals and Resident 
Departures, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics

1. Refers to Australians departing 
through these airports.

^ Refers only to Queenslanders going 
overseas.

* Departures less than a thousand.

n/p – not publishable data for departures 
less than a thousand.
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